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Name

West End

Location and
Description

The West End business district encompasses two commercial corridors southwest of downtown

Birmingham. The West End is approximately 3 miles from the central business district and

8.8

miles from Birmingham International Airport. Princeton Baptist Medical Center, one of the lgrgest
hospitals in the area, is located at the junction of these two corridors, the intersection of Lomb and
Tuscaloosa Avenues. The Lomb Avenue corridor extends west from the hospital to Bessemer Road
and the Alabama State Fairgrounds, and is home to a small collection of businesses, many| of which

are in newer buildings. The Tuscaloosa dorriuns along Tuscaloosa Avenue from abbut 4
Street Southwest past the hospital down to abdUBtrdet Southwest. This area features a mi
historic and newer buildingssigure 11I-25 and Figure 11I-26 are maps of Tuscaloosa Avenue
Lomb Avenue, which make up the West End.

Figure 111-25
Map of Tuscaloosa Avenue

TUSCALOOSA AVENUE COMMERCIAL DISTRICT

Source: Main Street Birmingham and the City of Birmingham.
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Location and Figure 11I-26
Description Map of Lomb Avenue
(cont.)

"/ LOMB AVENUE COMMERCIAL DISTRICT -
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Source: Main Street Birmingham and the City of Birmingham.

Land Use The West End district features a diverse mix of land uses. The Lomb Avenue corridor is zohed for
light industry on the west and transitions to general business eatSifd& Southwest until the
hospital area. There are residential areas to the north and a mix of light and heavy industry along
with residential uses to the south of Lomb Awe. The Tuscaloosa Avenue corridor has office|and

institutional uses at its 14treet Southwest boundary, andased as a neighborhood business
district to the hospital. Residential areas bracket Tuscaloosa to the northwest and southeast.
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Primary Source
Business Mix

According to information provided by Main Street Birmingham, there are 70 businesses in t
West End. Services about 37% of businesses and Retail Trade comprise another 20% of

businesses. Businesses in Health Care andl®ocount for 16% of all businesses. Data in
Figure 1lI-19 show the mix of establishments in the West End.

Figure 11I-19

West End Commercial District Business Mix B Primary Source
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Commercial
District Vacancy

Vacancy in the West End is about 36% overatipeding to information mvided by Main Street
Birmingham. The West End has the highest proportion of housing in its building mix of any|

districts studied. Residential vacancy is lower than aggregate vacancy at 15%.
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Secondary
Source Business
Mix

The West End is home to 176 business establishments, according to Dun & Bradstrese

businesses employ 1,694 people and generate $llid5 in sales or revenue. Princeton Baptist

Hospital and related uses makaltiecare and social assistance the leading business category in

the West End. Other services are the second largest category, including automotive repair

beauty

and barber shops, and religious organizationsailRede comprises 14% of area businesses and

ranks third. Professional services aadstruction round out the top five. Datdrigure 111-20
show the mix of establishments in West End.

Figure 111-20
West End Commercial District Business Mix B Secondary Source
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Source: Dun & Bradstreet and ConsultEcon, Inc.

Major
Employers

According to Dun & Bradstreet, West End employment is dominated by health care. The fi

largest employers are: the Simon-Williamson medical clinic on the hospital campus, Alabama

Janitorial Services, Paramount\8ees, Inc. (a linens and laundry service), Princeton Baptist
Medical Center, and Anesthesiologists Associated.

e

° Primary source material was provided by Main Street Birmingham and business counts are generally lower than
those derived from secondary sources, which are used for comparative purposes. Secondary sources result in higher
businesses estimates because the businesses were dravenviider geographic ardaan the primary source
material. The difference may also be attributed to one or more of the following reasons: the collection method of the
primary source, multiple businesses registered at the saai®ig inclusion of newly opened or closed businesses,
and irregularities in geographic information associated with businesses.
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Trade Area
Description

The West EndOs trade area consists of six cemsiss and overlaps with the Titusville trade area.

The hospital and other medical uses likely attract visitors from a broadeFayae I11-21 is a
map of the West End commercial district and its trade area.

Figure 11I-21
West End Trade Area
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Source: ESRI and ConsultEcon, Inc.
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Trade Area
Demographics

The West End had an estimated 22,696 residents in its local trade area in 2006. Fifty-eight
of these residents were between the ages ah@®4. There were an estimated 8,935 househ
with an average household size of 2.54. Aggregate household income in the trade area in
estimated at $273.8 million, with an average household income of $30,647, one of the three
among the districts under consideration. Fifty-foencent of households have incomes that are
less than $25,000 annually.

percent
lds,

2006 was
» lowest

n)

Trade Area
Vacancy

According to data compiled by the Department of Housing and Urban Development based
information provided by the U.S. Postal Servii®% of 10,523 residential addresses and 17%
809 business addresses were vacant for more thay®hdhae local trade area. Eight percent
residential addresses and 8%bo$iness addresses were vacant for more than 2 years.
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Public Amenities
and Civic Uses

Princeton Baptist Medical Center forms the nuct#usbustling health care area. The West En
also has a post office and a public library brdochted near one another on Tuscaloosa Ave.

Rickwood Park, just north of Lomb Avenue at 12th Street, is one of the oldest surviving bas
stadiums in the country. Rickwood was home to the Birmingham Barons (Chicago White S
team) and to the Birmingham Black Barons both of the historic Negro League. The Barons

o

eball
ox AA
moved

to a new stadium in 1987, but the park is still in active use and is being restored gradually.
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MerchantsO The West End has an active business association founded in 1983. The Association has installed
Association street banners, held promotional events, produced radio and television advertisements, and created
a business directory. Conversations with merchants involved highlight the need for a sit-down
restaurant and family-friendly entertaient and recreation in the district.

Transportation The West End district is located between Intezstda0 and 65. The area is served by BJCTA bus
routes 1, 3, and 41. Train tracks cross througli.émb Avenue corridor, and an additional rail
corridor is located two blocks southwest of the Tuscaloosa Avenue corridor. Cross traffic counts
on Bessemer Road (Route 11) at Lomb Avenue average 30,170 (2006 Alabama DoT). Trdffic

counts were not available for the Tuscaloosa corridor.

Parking Off-street parking associated with businessesais along Lomb AvenueTuscaloosa Avenue
has a mix of on-street and off-street parking.

Commentary The areaOs high concentration of health cditetiosns generates a large share of its economic
activity, and should continue to draw people thvarea in the years ahead. Princeton Baptist
Medical Center is planning significant fut@epansion, and the neid0,000 square foot Simon-
Williamson clinic building, located on the hospital campus, was completed in 2007.

The other end of the district, at Lomb Avennd Bessemer Road, is the location of the former
Alabama State Fairgrounds. The City of Birmingham has ambitious plans to redevelop the|area
into a mixed-use, athletics-oriented village with hotel, entertainment, shopping and sports uses.

Plans include a basketball arena, natatoriumtspaining facility, plus areas for gymnastics and
volleyball to create a complete athletic experieridgis development may impact future efforts to
revitalize the West End.

Source: Main Street Birmingham, City of Birmingham, ESRI, Dun & Bradstreet, Department of Housing and Urban
Development, U.S. Postal Servigdabama Department of Transportati@rmingham Jefferson County Transit
Authority, and ConsultEcon, Inc.
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